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My di 

Being in France, I could not decline the kind invitation and 
resist niy own desire I felt of crossing tho channel to oomo among 
you, dear, beloved English and Irish Catholics. It is not tho first 
time I have done ho; and every timo I hove been edified by your 
piety, and deeply touched by your zeal and love for our holy faith. 
Yes ! dear England and Ireland, noble countries ! you aro not 
lost to the Catholic faith. All the Church wept on the fatal day, 
on which the sensuality of Henry, the pride of Elizabeth, tho 
cruelty of Cromwell, tho covetousnesa of tho aristocracy, the 
weakness (I say it with sorrow) of a part of the Clergy, divided 
this noble portion of the Christian flock from the common father, 
and raised a wall of separation between England and Rome. This 
wall, cemented both with spoliations and murders, this iniquitous 
wall is now very much shaken ; I may say that a part of it has 
already fallen,— a great event lias taken place since lust wo met,— 
the dis-eslablishment of the Protestant Church in Ireland. Allow 
me to congratulate yon, faithful Irish Catholics', on your great 
t riurnph, which you deserve by your glorious perseverance through 
three centuries of great suffering. Rejoice ! rejoice ! dear Irish 
brethren, that (iml, the (.'I oil of justice and mercy, has crowned bo 
splendidly your and your ancestors* fidelity 1 

But I don't hesitate to congratulate all this generous nation, 
even the pro test aula themselves. I'hijxhuid, by tvuriiig tlii- hum n- 
lublo pug© from her glorious annals, did a noble work ; the English 




presbyteriuiw, of many dissenters, and also of many not very faith- 
ful Angbcans, may have done a great deal towards this end ; but 
nobody and nothing will take from me the dcop oonviction that it 
WM the work of liod in heaven, mid the work of the fooling of 
justice- engraved in tlie heart of the English nation on earth, which 
determined this most wonderful result, It is true, complete 
justice was not done. Somo empty cathedrals might have been 
restored to their old proprietors; schools might have been estab- 
]i-!icil or endowed, in which the Catholics could have nothing to 
fear for their fiiith ; and I cannot understand, why, if Trinity College 
preserves all its income entire, the College of Maynooth should 
have less than half its revenues, and tbo Catholic University of 
Dublin, nothing at all. [Why the Bishops of the Established 
Church, representing English Mil'jccts id' tin- ProU slant religion, 
should have the right to sit in your parliament, ami our Bishops, 
representing English subjects of Catholic faith, should not be 
admitted to it.] But let Providence accomplish its work ; let the 
great man who was its instrument go his onward way ; let the 
English nation fuliil her glorious task. Pray, and have full con- 
fidence in God,— do not offend in any way His law, and the day of 
full justice will appear. 

How, after thin great event, which has already taken place, 
another is approaching, — the great holy CEcumenieal Council in 
Heme. What moved the Holy Father to convoke it ? Surely no 
human motiv es ; all human motives were against it. Efo help is to 
be expected from sovereigns, who for the most .part are either 
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aid from Catholic nations, which aro nearly all in a stale of dis- 
organization, both religious and political, No ! this thought of 
convoking oil the Bishops of the Catholic world at such o time, 
when a strong wind Wows from North and South, East and West, 
could not come from the earth. The Holy Father received it from 
God, Who is the true and constant Enter of the Church. After 
fervent prayer,— after having consulted bis brethren scattered over 
the earth, he express! nijlcmuly his iviil. lie published his letler, 
which was received with joy by every iUiihi'ul Oil indie. Yes 1 the \. 
Council will take place on the very day that was fixed, and nothing, \ 
nothing will prevent it. Some fear tho Council : some princes 
fear that it will invade their sacred rights ; some Protestants fear 
that it will pronounco strong condemnation against them ; some 
eccentric Catholics arc afraid that it will do moro evil than good, 
because it will very likoly confirm some principles not agreeable 
to thoir system. Let them dismiss thoir fears ; tho Council will 
do no harm to anybody. Not to tho princes, whoso legitimate 
power will be rather secured than weakened by the decisions of the 
Church j not to the Protectants, who will be most kindly received 
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Elizabeth, and Cromwell profited so largely. lie had better not 
touch upon ibis point, which would provoke so terrible a reply. 
It ia not right constantly to bring forward some few cases of 
human error, committed, not by the Catholic Church, hut by men 
who did not know its spirit ; and to forgot the large volumes 
which contain the history of the Information in Germany, Sweden, 
Denmark, England, Ireland, and elsewhere ! How Protestants 
are treated in Rome, every ono knowa. Thoy aro protected by 
the same laws. They aro admitted to our ceremonies with such 
complete impartiality, that somo Catholics coll it preference ; and 
how tho Holy rather receives thorn, many of your countrymen can 
witness. Really if we treated Protestants badly, it could not bo 
explained why so many thousands of them come every year to 
Rome, and pass there several months. We condemn, no doubt, 
their doctrine, hut wo love their persons ; wo consider thein as 
Christians, although imperfect CiniMi;i]i>, and our religion knows 
no other way of treating them than with charity and jwrsuaaion. 
Let us hope to see many of thorn ; wo will pray together by the 
tomb of the First disciple of Christ, of tho first announcer of His 
doctrine. 

As to tho fears of a few Catholics, who expect to see con- 
demned by the Council certain liberal doctrines which they suppose 
to be the salvation of tho world, I hnvo only one advice to give 



than try to teach them. They aro generally laymen their place 
then is not among the teachers of the Church, but among tho 
scholars. However, as they are not here, I turn very willingly to 
you, dear, humble, faithful Catholics, who have only one desire, 
which is to please God and His Church, and who love our 
common Father too well to grieve him by professing doctrines 
which will never be his. You know that if there is any truth 
in the principles of thc.->c liberal Catholics, the truth is always 
disguised ;ind adulterated by exaggeration, and mingled with a 
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your love to (lie Church and to its supremo head, tlmn to ariruo 
on dangerous subjects. 

You know Low to prove your faith by humility and piety, and 
your charity by your deeds and unfailing generosity. I thank you, 
dear, faithful Kri^li-li, Scod-h, mul Irish Cut Wits ; I thank you 
in the name of my master, the Holy Father, who knows well what 
you are doing for your Churches, for your Bishops and Priests, for 
your schools, your convents, your hospitals, for the poor, and for 
himself — the poorest of the poor. I know the large alms you sent 
by your venerated Archbishop, or by your Confraternity of St. 
Peter, which my good friend, Mr. Charles Brett, and I, established 
here nine years ago. Some said that such on institution would not 
last; they did not know the hearts of tho English and Irish 
Catholics, but I know it as soon as I set foot for the first time in 
this noblo country, nineteen years ago. I saw you, praying and 
working, speaking and acting. I saw the pious Catholic mothers 
and daughters kneeling down in some corner of your churches, or 
approaching tho sacred table, with tears on their chocks, and I 
could hardly restrain my own. In the following years, I saw 
your numbers increasing, and your fervour increasing more 
than your numbers ; — I saw ovory good work nourishing ; new 
churches, new schools, new convents, new pious institutions ; and 
God working wonders through you, though some of you were 
yourselves poor. Yes, although very poor, yon found means to 
supply all your spiritual wants at homo and to help our common 
Father, to whom no othor rosource remains but the charity of his 
children. This charity, I am sure, will nevor fail. No, the day, 
on which the Catholic children of this pious, generous and glorious 
Father would refuse him their help, will never come I They know 
too well what it means to help him, and should they ignore it, their 
enemies would tooch them. Look, against whom do they aim first f 
against whom do they direct their attacks? Against him! The 
enemies of God and of His Church know full well, that by 
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insulting him, despoiling lino and depriving him of hie personal 
liberty, they insult, despoil, and enslave onr Holy Catholic 
Church. 

But, Ood be thanked, truth and justice, faith and piety, and 
good, firm, fervent love to God nnd to His Church are stilt existing, 
and will never cease to osist, especially among yon. Yes ! you 
will continue to help with your alms our common Father, who, 
although poor, yet will afford hospitality at the Council to nearly 
;J0I> of the Bishops, providing them with lodging, food, and the 
nocessaries of life, — who sends alms to tho poor Bishops of Italy, 
deprived of everything; to tho monks and nuns, whose revenues 
are confiscated ; who never ceasos in Borne to provide- for all who 
bring their necessilies before him. 

But wo want something more than alms ; — we want a more 
powerful help, — your prayers. Dear friends, never forget in your 
prayers, never forgot when you approach the sacred table, your 
common Mother, the Church of Home, your common Father, 
the glorious and so cruelly fried Tius IX. He will reward you 
with his most cordial Benediction, which I will ask for you as 
Boon as I return to Rome. This Benediction Li the promise and 
the tolccn of the Benediction of God. 
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